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The Secretary of Energy
Washington, DC 20585

April 18, 1990

Mr. John T. Conway
Chairman
Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board
600 E Street, N.U.-Suite 675
Washington, O.C. 20004

DearMr. Chairman:

As I implied in the memorandum I fonarded to you on14arch 13, I
agree with the Board that the adequacy of existing Department of
Energy (DOE) standards, as interpreted and applied ●t the DDE
defense nuclear facilities, fs in need of a thorough revfew.
Partly for the reasons cited by the Board in its March 8 letter to
me (the apparent lack of specificity, uniformity, ●nd varied
applicabilityof the DOE Orders), and partly because of the amount
and nature of the information needed to comply with the Board’s
recommendations,the Department is unable at this time to provide
a comprehensive response. Enclosed is a memorandum from Defense
Programs and the Office of Environmental Restoration ●nd Waste
Management requesting from the appropriate field offices some of
the information that will be needed to provide a coordinated
response to the Board’s reconwnendations. In the meantime, I am
writing to formally request, pursuant to the provisions of 42
U.S.C. 2286d, a 45-day extension beyond the prescribed date for
publishing DOE’s response to the Board’s reconsnendationsof
March 8 in the~ra~~~.

As you know, I recently formed a Task Force within the Department
to review DOE’s nuclear safety related directives in order to
identify those basic safety requirements which ought to be issued
as regulations through notice-and-commentrulemaking. Uhile the
work of the Task Force will not be completed in the next 90 days,
it should be far enough along by then to provide another portion
of the information that we require to be fully responsive to the
significant and complex issues the Board has raised.

Sincerely, , ~

Enclosure
/

afi!k?)dfii$’
Admiral; U.S. Navy (Retired)

cc: V. Steno, OP-2
L. Duffy, EM-1
S. Blush, NS-1
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United States Governmeti Department of Enet

iiiiiemorandum.
mls Uarch 23, 1990
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-m Defense Nuclear Facilftfes Safety Board Recomendatfoas Concernhg Defense
Iluclear Factl fty Standards .

~ Man8ger0 SR
Acting Director,SRSPO
Han8ger, AL
Manager, Rl
Man8ger, RFM

In a Iettir da~d ~a- 8, 1990, the Defense Hucliar Facflftfes SsfetyBoard
provfded two recmmdatlons concerning the applicationof spectftcstandwds
to various DOE facllftles. One recommdation was tht DOE tdentlfy the
speciffc standards (tncludf

Y
those referenced#n●ll ~pltcabh De ●rWent

orders, mgulatlons and requ rements) which It consMem applyto d e des{gn,
constructlon~ Operatton and deco= fssioning of tbafollwingfacll~tfw:

●✎ Savannah R~ver, K, Land Preactors (OF)

b. Ro;k~ofiatsbu”ildtngs,3710374, 659,707,771, 774, 776, 777 and

c. pluton~m FintshfngPlant(DP),PurexF-jlity (Dp) Dp and
associated uaste processing and stora

r
Lfdlities ( )),

#-Reactor (DP) and K Reactorstorage asies (DP) .

d. Mu* IsolattonPilot Plant (Eli)

In order ~ rOSPOnd tO ti~s mc-endation DfX ne~s tM dO 8 comprehensive
review of f~cilitydocumentationon an urgentbasis. Accordingly, you are
dfrected to initiate the following ●fforts:

. Collectdocumentationfor the above omed facilittes under your
cognizance that contain references to specificdesign,
constmction, operation or decmmissioning stmdards. The tam
standards should be Merpreted broadlytileclude not only
orders, fncludingfield office orcontr=w $mphmentation orders
but ●lso indust~ (ASK, IEEE),CO-rctal (wifom buildingcode)
or ony other requimaents mfemnced in - avathble DDE facility
do-ntatioa.

9 ~f~u~ doamntation and Wntlfy spatfic etmdmds
●

0 PrMde a listingof thespecific-~ Identifiedond a my
of tbe documentation uhich reference tire.

. Appoint8 technical point of contm ~~i~ ~ office for this
●ffort and assign●dditional personnel u mired.
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The name of this individual shouldb pmvfdsd os soon as possible, to Jtm
Kntght, WWo for DP fsc~lltles,ortlsrkM. Frei, B4-34*f- EMfwllitfes.
This ●ction*P1 ~es aotonlyforpohts of cont8ct for W tiovenamed
fac$ltths, but for ●ll slmtlsrmajw focillttosos we should be ●ddressing
these questfow M s C-P1OX-UWObasts, ztvhg Wtfal focu$to named
fscflstfes.

lhis 8ffofiW mwim initiatingmntrut ●ffortsto
docmentitton.

CO~hCt and lWitU

shouldbe mmvided

this

This ●ffortshouldbe initiatsdtmwdiatolysnd ● lan
J

by
Hay 1, 1990. It *S Importantthat pu sdhro to is schedule since 00E Is
requiredby lsub mSPOM to theBoard’smcoamendatfons ufthin● fixedtime
frame. ..

For ●dditional tnfomat~onon thisrequest,pleasecontactJtm Knight In the
Officc of Mucbar Matirials P~duction.

&~$~’ .

ctor
. PHacfpal Deputy ‘“ ‘

assist8ntSecretary
for Defame Programs

&mf-
OirAOr
Off ko of Envfromental

and Masts Management
Restoration

Nanager,
Manager.W
Manager,NV
Nan8ger,CH


